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MORALITY IN MEDICAL RADIOGRAPHY

By E. Onwuzurike DCR {Lonl, Higher Radiographer,
Orthopaedic Hospital, Enugu.
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ity in international relations). Profe-
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¥n his article — Morality Defined National
Development. Dr Chuba Gkadigbo of Depari-
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Medical radiography is a2 profession allied 1o
hence, the effort by the government o increase
workers in this field. ‘We also know that the use of
radiation can be abused, thereby making the use
ofﬂlemnmityoﬁemdbyﬂ:emdiogmplﬁcservices
unsafe, in the hands of the immoral or the
incompetent.
'Ihisbeingﬂ:emse,itsurdywillbewisefor
the government, — if it has mot done so, 10 s€i up
abody,ﬁxmﬂmlandsctstandardsof
protection io be observed by peopie using
radiation in medicine on one hand and by people
This is important in view of the projected plan o
train en-mass hospital workers. X-ray workers, as
things appear, being in the pian. The Federal
Government is bound under moral considerations,
@bm. Quality and not guantity, is a very

known Fact that seligion is a wery imporiant
facior, if mot the most powerful factor in the

When this is done, then standards as 1o the
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X RAY REQUESTS BY DOCTORS

THE RADIOGRPHERS’ ROLE
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human beings, and in the final analysis, the
application of radiation in medical field is mostly
done by him. The efficiency and safety with which
this is done to achieve the desired purpose is solely
‘his responsibility and depends on his behavioural
and technical skills and knowledge.

Glem:yandChesncy in their book *“Care of
the patient in diagnostic Radiography state as
follows:—”’ A smile from the radiographer can go
2 very long way towards establishing an easy
relationship and removing fension in the patient.
Oddly enough it aiso reduces iemsion in the
radiographer EVEN WHEN AN EFFORT HAS
HAD TO BE MADE TO START THE SMILE”
in other words, they urge radiographers, o
attempt 10 gey beyvond feelings and formuiate
principles in their behaviour iowards patients,
hence, the recommendation 10 make an sfforr,
amwhennotmmoodtomnleattbmpamts

They went on to observe that *““Many
radiographers do mot smile ‘at their patienis
enough, and they fail to realise, as they give
instructions to them and bid them come hither and
thither that 2 manner that is meant 0 seem
efficient 100 often seems forbidding®’. Perhaps,
this is a true statement.

The strong relationship between the attitude
of a radiographer and his efficiency at work brings
in the guestion of morality in the non-technical
aspect of his work. If asaresuit of say, his iack of
smiies while at work, he creates an impression of
sternness, and thus induces an unco-coperating
atnmdcmﬂlcpanun,xfmarmltofthlsh:keeps
producing poor radiographs, which in turn
mecessitates repeated irradiation of one part of the
patient with its consequent over dosing of that
part with radiation, then such a radiographer has
not considered the guestion of morality in his
work. Morality demands that radiation shouid
not be used indiscriminately. Anything therefore,
which will cause the use of radiation unwisely
shkould be a2voided. The same consideration
amhcsmthehandimgofpammdsmngponﬂon
ing of the patient for X-ray examinations. Mora —
hity in medical radiography demands that panents

be bandled decently - particularly, patients of
Opposite sex.

The last two sentences bring in the guestion of
morality in the individual aspect of medical
radiography. Apmﬁomdeeemhandlmgofa
patient during positioning for radiographic exa-
mination such actions as (1) the use of gonadal
protectors or shields, (2) the use of iead aprons
where applicable or necessary, {3) the presence of
mind during the choice of exposure factors, {4) the
use of collimators and (5) the use of lead screens in
theawardsdnnngradlogmphydmuldalways be
carefully conmsidered. Morality demands it.
Morality also demands that Radiographic depart-
mental heads and hospital administrators or in
fact any pason or persons op whom the
responsibility falls, shouid always give the
provision of the above, consiant priority in their
radiographic services.

Finally, I think that the promulgation of 2
decree, about the control of the use of ionising
radiation in medical and dental practices is
overdue. So aiso I believe, do many people who
are concerned about the protection of the
populace against the abuse of radiation in this
couniry.

in the abowe article, I have tried to discuss
briefly, morality in the practice of medical
Radiography in this country, in relation to the
roles played by certain groups of people who are
direcily or indirectly connected in the practice.
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